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Dr. Diane Blake, Tulane University Health 
Sciences Center Professor of Biochemistry 
and an SoS speaker.

Touting Science
LA EPSCoR’s  Speaking of Science 
(SoS) program for K-16 provides stu-
dents in every type of school exposure 
to the State’s best researchers.
Its purpose is to increase public aware-
ness of exciting Research and Devel-
opment in Louisiana, spark the interest 
of students in science and engineering 
(S&E) professions and showcase the 
excellence of Louisiana’s leading S&E 
faculty and professionals. 
SoS speakers are available free of 
charge to speak to students, educa-
tors, parents, and general audiences 
throughout Louisiana on a variety of 
topics.
Since 2001, 614 presentations to over 
24,000 students have been made by 
SoS speakers. For information on SoS 
speakers and their topics and/or to make 
arrangments for a speaker, contact Ms. 
Susan Jernigan at 225.342.4253, ext. 
673, or susan.jernigan@la.gov. 
The accompanying articles focus on 
SoS presenter Dr. Diane Blake, Tulane 
University Health Sciences Center, 
and letters she received from a 4th 
grade class.

Slime is the scientifi c tool of choice of 
a Tulane professor when she addresses 
elementary students.
Why Slime? "Slime makes for a really 
nice demonstration and shows children 
that science can be fun.  It allows them 
to think like a scientist—to develop a 
hypotheses and test it experimentally— 
and they can pick it up and play with it 
too,” says Dr. Diane Blake.
“If you want to interest kids in science I 
really think you have to reach them at an 
early age.  I like to do presentations for 
elementary school students while they are 
still excited about learning and haven’t 
reached the jaded teenage years. 
"I have had audiences as young as six and 
as old as 10-12,” continues the Tulane 
University Health Sciences Center 
Professor of Biochemistry, who plays a 
major role in the Biosensor Development 
team of LA EPSCoR's current Research 
Infrastructure Improvement Grant, 
CyberTools, from the National Science 
Foundation EPSCoR program.
Prior to her SoS presentations, parents 
are given a permission slip indicating 
that their children may or may not take 
their slime home with them.  “I am really 
impressed by Louisiana parents; not a 
single one has refused.  That wasn’t true 
when I was in Tennessee; some parents 
were more timid and withheld their per-
mission,” adds Dr. Blake, who was on the 
faculty of Meharry Medical College in 
Nashville before joining Tulane in 1993.

Although very busy with her research, 
Dr. Blake says she enjoys making SoS 
presentations so much that she makes 
time for them. This academic year she has 
given presentations at elementary schools 
in Belle Chase, Franklinton, Chalmette 
and LaPlace.
“One of my graduate students, Marcia 
Henry, volunteered to assist me with the 
presentations. She impresses the students 
that girls and African Americans can have 
a major science career.
“The numbers of scientists and engineers 
graduating from U.S. institutions has 
been declining for years, and the nation 
has had to turn to foreign scientists to fi ll 
the gap, she adds.
"There are a lot of reasons for this decline, 

but I think a lack of interest in science 
and the limited numbers of scientists who 
can serve as role models have contributed 
to the problem. 
“I am hoping that my contributions to 
the SoS program can play a small role in 
increasing the interest of Louisiana stu-
dents in science as a profession.” 

Slime and Science 
A Winning Combo

Letters, She Gets Lots & Lots of Letters
Excerpts from 21 letters thanking Dr. 
Blake for her presentation to a fourth 
grade class at LaPlace’s John L. Ory 
Elementary School:
 “Making slime was not just fun it was 
educationally fun!  When I got home I 
did a trick with it…thank you for letting 
us bring it home.  I hope you can come 
back next year.”  
“It was neat when you talked about 

atoms.  You taught me a lot of science…
The experiment was a success…The 
hypothesis was brilliant.  You are the best 
scientist ever. My mom was freaked out 
by the slime.”  

“I still love my slime…Also, how is 
Tulane?  Did you know I really like 
Tulane?  How is the project of yours 
coming?...I hope to go to Tulane some 
day.”  

“I loved playing with the slime.  I think 
you are a great scientist...It was a great 
experiment…I enjoyed having fun with 
you.”  
“Thank you for teaching us about atoms 
and matter.  I was really interested...          
I scared my brother with the slime…Did 
food dye make the slime green?”  
“It’s a good thing you talked about atoms 
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and matter because we are having a big 
test on it soon so that really helped brush 
up my knowledge on it.  The slime was the 
best part of the experiment.”
“Even though I wasn’t there I still appreci-
ate you for coming.  My friends told me 
that you were great and taught us a lot of 
things…I was really depressed because I 
couldn’t come.  I would have learned a lot 
of things...how to make slime. I hope you 
will come again and I won’t be sick.”  
“I was amazed with the experiment…
Before you came I didn’t know about mol-
ecules and hypothesis at all…You taught 
me a whole lot of information…I didn’t 
touch my slime but I will touch it today.”  
“The people in my family are scared of the 
slime, but my dad was not scared.  My dog 
was trying to eat the slime, but I stopped 
her...My sister likes touching the slime, 
but she thinks it is gross.  My mom thinks 
the slime is cool, but she does not want to 
touch it.  My dad has not touched it yet, but 
I will let him touch the slime someday…
Thanks for teaching us all about atoms, 
slime, molecules and hypothesis.”  
“I showed my mom and dad the slime and 
told them about how we made it...It was a 
great experiment that we did…You are a 
very great scientist.”  
“I showed my mom and dad the slime 
and I told them to touch it and they said it 
was slimy...I would make slime again if I 
remembered what was in it.”  
“When I got home I told it to my parents.  I 
told them that I needed to show them how 

to make slime.  I appreciate you teaching 
me slime and the tools for making it.”  
“When I brought my slime home my mom 
touched it and screamed...The experiment 
that we made was a life learning skill for 
me.  Can you come back next year?   
“I really love the experiment that we did.  
It was so much fun!  I enjoyed playing 
with my slime when I got home…You 
are the best scientist I ever met.  It was 
the best experiment I ever made.  I really 
appreciated it.”  
“My sister wanted to do the experiment 
too so I let her play with me.  The slime 
felt sticky...My sister…made a nose with 
part of the green slime.  I made a green 
hand when I put the slime over my hand.  
I have to admit it was very funny.  Atoms 
seem amazing now.”  
“I learned tons of things about my slime.  
It carried out all of the characteristics of 
water, but at reduced speed…When I tore 
it to pieces and put my slime in the beaker, 
in time the pieces came together to form 
one whole piece.  If you poke a hole in 
it, the slime slowly fi lls the whole.  Just 
as liquid, the slime takes the form of its 
container...I will treasure mine forever and 
ever."   

Homemade Slime Recipe
Interested in making slime at home?  
For a popular, easy recipe calling for 
Elmer’s glue and borax, Dr. Blake sug-
gests you go to http://www.stevespan-
glerscience.com/experiment/00000039.

Students at Our Lady of Prompt Succor in Chalmette hard at work making slime.

“When I was doing the experiment I felt 
like a scientist doing an experiment.  Now 
my sister wants some slime too.”  
“...Another part I like out of the experiment 
is when you taught my classmates and I 
about atoms, molecules and hypothesis. 
When I got home I showed my mom the 
slime and I told her how we made it…” 
“I learned a lot…I learned that atoms 
are the building blocks of life.  It was 
extraordinary when you put a drop of stuff 
in my container and I could feel it before 
it formed...I learned some new things like 
new gases called helium, oxygen and car-
bon.  When I got home I told my family 
how to make homemade slime…”  
“You are a great scientist.  When I went 
home I told my mom and dad how we 
made it.  The experiment that we made 
was really fun.”  
“The best part I liked about making slime 
is when we stirred it.  The slime was really 
sticky. When you told us all the things 
about atoms I was surprised.  I did not 
believe you can make slime out of borax 
and glue at your house.  I asked my mom 
if I could make that and she said yes. It 
came out white.  Then my sister spilled it 
on the fl oor.”  


